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0. Development of the decision

The strategy adopted by the GA is setting in the chapter “Communion of witness and
service” the task to be “responsible for Protestant religious education in the European
Schools of the European Union [...] and provide support in assuring the quality of
religious education.”

At the 1%t Council Meeting (Vienna, 2025) the Council discussed about the
processes and projects: Communion of witness and service, Responsibility for
Protestant religious education in the European Schools. The Council established the
education advisory board and appointed its members.

CPCE as religious authority at the European Schools, was asked to assess the
theological and subject-specific suitability of the candidates within the selection
procedure and, where appropriate, grants the ecclesiastical authorization to teach
Protestant Religious Education. This authorization is formalized through a certificate
issued by the Community of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE).

The Advisory Board on Education has decided that a separate regulation governing
this certificate still needs to be developed. This regulation should consider and
appropriately reflect the requirements and practices of all member churches.

1. Report

a.

b.

The Advisory Board has met online five times since the beginning of its work and
once in presence at Frankfurt am Main.

The task of developing a syllabus and the task preparing an order of approval for
teachers were discussed and responsibilities assigned.

Rev. Marianne Reysen coordinated the working group responsible for the
development of the syllabus for Protestant Religious Education at primary level in the
European Schools. This document must be approved through the official structures of
the European Schools.

Rev. Stefan Knoéll coordinated the preparation of the document entitled Regulations
Governing Authorization for Protestant Religious Education at the European Schools
(Scholae Europaeae) and at Recognized European Schools.

The Advisory Board on Education drafted, in German, the document Regulations
Governing Authorization for Protestant Religious Education at the European Schools
(Scholae Europaeae) and at Recognized European Schools. The document was
translated into English and submitted to the Advisory Board on Ecumenism for review
and consultation. Prior to this, the document was reviewed by then General
Secretary, Dr Mario Fischer.

The Advisory Board on Ecumenism discussed the document during its session and
made two proposals, which were subsequently incorporated into the text.

The document Regulations Governing Authorization for Protestant Religious
Education at the European Schools (Scholae Europaeae) and at Recognized
European Schools is hereby submitted to the Council for discussion and approval in
both German and English.

2. Discussions

The former Advisory Board on Education developed a certificate of ecclesiastical
authorization to serve as a teacher of Religious Education at the European Schools.
The CPCE, as the responsible Protestant religious authority for Religious Education
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in the European Schools, issued this certificate to religious teachers prior to their
employment.

It was deemed necessary to establish a document defining the standards and
regulations supporting this certificate.

The Advisory Board decided to adopt the broader terminology “Authorization for
Protestant Religious Education at the European Schools” / “Bevollmachtigung flr den
evangelischen Religionsunterricht an den Europaischen Schulen” instead of
“Vocatio”. This ensures that both ordained and non-ordained persons from the
member churches can be included and avoids interference with the internal
regulations concerning “Vocatio”, which may differ between member churches.

It became clear that the main point of discussion concerns the significant diversity in
theological education provided within the member churches of CPCE. In some cases,
pedagogical training is included, while in others it is not. The Advisory Board reached
the decision that it is a matter of trust regarding the member churches.

In the comments of the Advisory Board on Ecumenism, it was also suggested that
candidates should provide a recent national criminal record check covering offences
against children. This proposal was not included in the text, as this requirement is
considered an administrative rather than a theological responsibility. The
administrative aspects of the recruitment process are the responsibility of the
respective school director in charge of employment.

Financial implications 2026:

Included in the budget

Personnel requirements:

Stefan Knoll, Monica Niedermaier

Cooperation with:

Advisory Board for Education, Advisory Board for
Ecumenism

Target groups:

European Schools




Regulations Governing Authorization for Protestant Religious Education at the
European Schools (Scholae Europaeae) and at Recognized European Schools

from May 29, 2026
§ 1 General Provisions

(1) Protestant religious education at the European Schools (Scholae Europaeae) as well as
at recognized European Schools within the member churches of the Communion of
Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE) shall be provided in accordance with the CPCE’s
Theological Principles.

(2) The CPCE shall ensure that the requirement to provide religious instruction at the schools
under its jurisdiction in accordance with its principles is observed.

(3) An appointment to teach religious education requires authorization by the CPCE.
(4) Authorization is granted by the CPCE when all necessary requirements are met.’

(5) This authorization establishes a relationship of mutual trust and mutual obligation
between the CPCE and the teachers it appoints. The CPCE undertakes to advocate for the
concerns of teachers appointed to teach religious education before government authorities
and the public and to promote their professional development and continuing education.
Teachers commissioned by the CPCE are obligated to teach Protestant religious education
in accordance with the principles of the CPCE as well as the official curricula.

(6) The European vocation for a teacher of religion at a European School means that they:

a. are authorized to teach the subject of Protestant religion;

b. can prepare and conduct devotions;

c. collaborate with those responsible for the education of students;

d. personally represent the contents of the subject of Protestant religion to the students,
the shcool and those responsible for education, incorporating it into schoo life
whenever possible;

e. and engage in professional development and continuing education.

§ 2 Requirements for Granting Authorization

(1) Upon application, the CPCE grants authorization if the following conditions are met:

a. Membership in a member church or participating church of the CPCE or in a church
that is a member of the Anglican Communion;

b. Applications are to include the recommendation and support of the teacher from the
local church leader or leadership council.

c. completion of a church-affiliated or state-accredited program in theology or religious
education;

d. A written declaration by the teacher stating that they will teach Protestant religious
education in accordance with the principles of the CPCE. This declaration shall read
as follows: “I hereby commit myself to basing my service as a Protestant religious
education teacher on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as attested to in Holy Scripture, and
interpreted in the confessional writings of the Reformation. | will observe the
principles of the Communion of Protestant Churches in Europe.”

1 The authorization can also be granted for a limited period.



e. Applicants are required to meet the safeguarding requirements of their denomination?

(2) Upon request, the CPCE may grant authorization if, for example, not all of the
requirements listed in § 2.1 are met for teaching Protestant religious education in a substitute
teaching situation, or if a teacher wishes to qualify to teach Protestant religious education
through in-service training and continuing education.

(3) A time limit may be lifted upon request if a teacher has qualified to teach the subject of
Protestant religious education by successfully completing in-service continuing education
and training programs.

§ 3 Revocation, Invalidity, and Return of the European Vocation

(1) The certificate of authorization becomes effective upon delivery by the CPCE. Receipt
must be confirmed in writing.

(2) The authorization may be revoked if it is determined that Protestant religious instruction is
no longer being provided in accordance with the principles of the CPCE. Prior to this, the
teacher concerned must be given an opportunity to comment.

(3) The authorization becomes invalid if the teacher's membership in a church that is a
prerequisite for the authorization ends, or if the teacher declares in writing that they no longer
wish to teach Protestant religious education.

(4) In cases of revocation or invalidity, the certificate of authorization must be returned.
§ 4 Final Provisions

(1) The Regulations Governing Authorization to Provide Protestant Religious Instruction at
the European Schools (Scholae Europaeae) and at Recognized European Schools shall
enter into force upon adoption by the Council of the CPCE.

(2) Once in force, the regulations governing authorization shall remain valid until the end of
the current Council’s term in 2031. Thereafter, the provisions may be revised and adapted to
current practice.

Doorn, May 29 2026

2 CPCE recognises that safeguarding of children is an important requirement, while it varies across the
European countries, and our member churches' teachers need to meet the requirements of their church.



Ordnung der Bevollmachtigung fir den evangelischen Religionsunterricht an
den Europaischen Schulen (Scholae Europaeae) und an anerkannten
Europaischen Schulen

vom 29. Mai 2026
§ 1 Grundsatzliche Bestimmungen

(1) Evangelischer Religionsunterricht an Europaischen Schulen (Scholae Europaeae) sowie
an anerkannten Europaischen Schulen im Bereich der Mitgliedskirchen der Gemeinschaft
Evangelischer Kirchen in Europa (GEKE) wird in Ubereinstimmung mit den Theologischen
Grundsatzen der GEKE erteilt.

(2) Die GEKE achtet darauf, dass die Bestimmung, den Religionsunterricht an den ihr
zugeordneten Schulen in Ubereinstimmung mit inren Grundsatzen zu erteilen, eingehalten
wird.

(3) Eine Beauftragung zur Erteilung von Religionsunterricht setzt die Bevollmachtigung durch
die GEKE voraus.

(4) Die Bevollmachtigung wird durch die GEKE erteilt, wenn alle erforderlichen
Voraussetzungen erfillt sind.’

(5) Die Bevollmachtigung begriindet ein Verhaltnis gegenseitigen Vertrauens und
gegenseitiger Verpflichtung zwischen der GEKE und den von ihr beauftragten Lehrkraften.
Die GEKE verpflichtet sich, fiir die Anliegen der zum Religionsunterricht berufenen
Lehrkrafte gegeniber staatlichen Stellen und der Offentlichkeit einzutreten und ihre fachliche
Fort- und Weiterbildung zu férdern. Von der GEKE beauftragte Lehrkrafte sind dazu
verpflichtet, den evangelischen Religionsunterricht nach den Grundsatzen der GEKE sowie
nach den amtlichen Lehrplanen zu erteilen.

(6) Die Europaische Vokation bedeutet flr eine Religionslehrkraft an einer Europaischen
Schule, dass

sie:

das Fach evangelische Religion unterrichten darf.

Andachten vorbereiten und durchfiihren kann,

mit den fur die Erziehung der Schiler:innen Verantwortlichen zusammenarbeitet,
die Inhalte des Faches evangelische Religion gegeniber den Schiler:innen, der
Schule sowie den Erziehungsverantwortlichen auch personlich vertritt, nach
Mdoglichkeit ins Schulleben einbringt und

e. sich fachlich fort- und weiterbildet.

aoow

§ 2 Voraussetzungen fiir die Erteilung der Bevollimachtigung

(1) Die GEKE erteilt auf Antrag eine Bevollmachtigung, wenn folgende Voraussetzungen
gegeben sind:
a. Die Mitgliedschaft in einer Mitgliedskirche oder beteiligten Kirche der GEKE oder
einer Kirche, die Mitglied der Anglican Communion ist,
b. Bewerbungen mussen eine Empfehlung sowie die Unterstitzung der Lehrkraft durch
die drtliche kirchliche Leitung oder das Leitungsorgan enthalten.

1 Die Bevollmachtigung kann auch befristet erteilt werden.



c. Der Abschluss einer kirchlichen oder staatlichen theologischen bzw.
religionspadagogischen Ausbildung,

d. Die schriftliche Erklarung der Lehrkraft, dass sie den evangelischen
Religionsunterricht nach den Grundsatzen der GEKE erteilt. Diese Erklarung hat
folgenden Wortlaut: ,Ich verpflichte mich, meinen Dienst als evangelische(r)
Religionslehrer:in auf Grundlage des Evangeliums Jesu Christi zu verrichten so wie
es in der Heiligen Schrift bezeugt und in den reformatorischen Bekenntnisschriften
ausgelegt ist. Die Grundsatze der Gemeinschaft Evangelischer Kirchen in Europa
werde ich beachten.”

e. Bewerberinnen und Bewerber sind verpflichtet, die Kinderschutzanforderungen ihrer
jeweiligen Konfession zu erfiillen?.

(2) Die GEKE kann auf Antrag eine Bevollmachtigung erteilen, wenn bspw. fir die Erteilung

von evangelischem Religionsunterricht im Vertretungsfall nicht alle unter § 2 Zi. 1 genannten
Voraussetzungen erflllt sind oder wenn sich eine Lehrkraft durch berufsbegleitende Weiter-
und Fortbildungsmalnahmen fur das Fach evangelische Religion qualifizieren mochte.

(3) Eine Befristung kann auf Antrag aufgehoben werden, wenn sich eine Lehrkraft durch den
erfolgreichen Abschluss berufsbegleitender Weiter- und Fortbildungsmalnahmen fiir das
Fach evangelische Religion qualifiziert hat.

§ 3 Widerruf, Unwirksamkeit, Riickgabe der Europaischen Vokation

(1) Die Urkunde uber die Bevollmachtigung wird wirksam nach Aushandigung durch die
GEKE. Der Empfang ist schriftlich zu bestatigen.

(2) Die Bevollmachtigung kann widerrufen werden, wenn festgestellt wird, dass der
evangelische Religionsunterricht nicht mehr in Ubereinstimmung mit den Grundséatzen der
GEKE erteilt wird. Zuvor ist der betroffenen Lehrkraft Gelegenheit zur Stellungnahme zu
geben.

(3) Die Bevollmachtigung wird unwirksam, wenn die Mitgliedschaft der Lehrkraft in einer
Kirche endet, die die Voraussetzung der Bevollmachtigung ist oder sie schriftlich erklart,
dass sie keinen evangelischen Religionsunterricht mehr erteilen mdchte.

(4) In Fallen des Widerrufs oder der Unwirksamkeit ist die Urkunde Uber die
Bevollmachtigung zurliickzugeben.

§ 4 Schlussbestimmungen

( 1) Die Ordnung der Bevollméachtigung zur Erteilung evangelischen Religionsunterrichts an
den Europaischen Schulen (Scholae Europaeae) und an anerkannten Europaischen Schulen
tritt durch Beschluss des Rates der GEKE in Kraft.

(2) Die Ordnung der Bevollmachtigung ist nach Inkrafttreten bis zum Ende der Berufungszeit
des derzeitigen Rates 2031 giiltig. Danach erfolgt ggf. eine Uberarbeitung und Anpassung
der Bestimmungen an die Praxis.

2 Die GEKE erkennt an, dass der Kinderschutz eine wichtige Anforderung ist, deren konkrete Ausgestaltung
jedoch in den verschiedenen europdischen Landern unterschiedlich ist. Die Lehrkrafte der Mitgliedskirchen
missen daher die jeweils geltenden Anforderungen ihrer Kirche erfillen.



Doorn, 29. Mai 2026



