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Agape, 30/03/21

AGAPE Ecumenical Centre invites you to the
SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM – INTERNATIONAL CAMPS

From 30th of July to the 13th of August 2021 Agape Centro Ecumenco organizes the international
camps. Agape has been an international centre since its birth 70 years ago, and in the years it has
organized several international camps. 
This year we propose a 2 weeks program, which includes three international camps all in one:
theological,  oikonomia  and  ultragender  camp.  This  year  all  camps  will  work  on  a  general
macrotheme developed through three different perspectives:

TITLE:

#StayHome? #StaySafe? - Housing across theology, economy and gender

DESCRIPTION: 

Home: a refuge, a safe place, a family, a comfort zone, a place to grow and learn, but also
a place of exclusion, discrimination and violence. To have a home is a luxury for few and
home can also be a place from which to escape or to emancipate from.

In  the  last  year  and  a  half,  week  after  week,  many  certainties  have  collapsed.  The
pandemic has triggered an unprecedented crisis in our recent history, where everything is
questioned and latent social issues have come to light more clearly than ever. Covid-19 has
turned  our  lives  upside  down,  made  simple  things  complicated  and  complex  things
impossible. Our homes have remained the only safe place to stay, in which to experience
the few possible relationships which can withstand the impact of restrictions and limitations.
Our lifestyles have had to adapt to a home life, to remote working, to online teaching. We
spent months and months in our homes, always hyper-connected, or trying to be, and at the
same time rediscovering forgotten pastimes or habits and finding interest in the local area.
Some of us with no steady income or housing just did not have the option of a safer place
that seemed to be taken for granted as a measure to prevent the spread. Others have been
forced to deal always and only with the same people, while the limited definition of family in
the law-making processes has forced many single people in a state of total isolation.

What has it  meant to live these months between one lock down and the next, between
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restrictions and limitations? How did we experience our homes and the relationships within
them?  And  what  have  our  homes  become today?  Are  they  really  a  safe,  welcoming,
inclusive and sustainable place for everyone, or what can we do to make them become so?
This summer Agape's international Theological, Oikonomico and Ultragender camps will
explore the topic of Housing from three different specific perspectives and with different
interpretations.  We  will  look  for  a  path  of  dialogue  and  comparison,  to  address  and
rediscover the concept of home between diversity and pandemic.

Everyone who is interested in the theme of  a camp
and who is willing to be involved in it’s community life
is able to take part in it. These are the basic things that
are needed in order to have meaningful meetings with
each  other  and  a  real  exchange  of  ideas.  At  the
beginning of its history, Agape was mainly attended by
Protestants. However,  very soon Catholics and non-
believers began to take part in the camps too. Today
Agape is attended by people that identify themselves

in many and varied spiritual practices. International camps for summer 2021 will be in English. 

The program has a participation fee but Agape offers the possibility to apply for a scholarship in
order to support participation. If you interested please check for more information in our website:
www.agapecentroecumenico (check “scholarship” button from home page) or send us an e-mail at
hostingcommittee@agapecentroecumenico.org

AGAPE Ecumenical Centre
Located in the small village of Prali (Turin), Agape Ecumenical Center is a place that arises after
the Second World War thanks to volunteers with the aim of  creating a place for  meeting and
exchange. Agape welcomes many people every year and offers a wide variety of activities for
children, young people or adults. 14 thematic fields are organized during the summer and winter to
deal with many different topics through non-formal education (education, training, gender issues,
politics,  theology,  volunteering,  etc  ...).  Volunteering  is  a  fundamental  part  of  participation  in
activities and is a fundamental element of the history of the center. Volunteers and hosts are called
to live an experience of community coexistence in sharing and collaboration, which promotes the
development of many key competences in building an intercultural society, first of all emotional and
democratic resilience. Community life is managed and conducted by a resident group, living here
throughout the year, who constantly support the growth and evolution of the group, which often
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develops a community identity very strong and motivating.

Agape was and still is an important point
of reference  for the Italian Protestantism.
For  nearly  70 years,  Agape has been a
place  of  education  and  development,
theological  exploration,  political
engagement,  of  acceptance  and
validation of differences. Every year many
people,  with  different  religions,  cultural
and  political  background,  and  from
different generations, come to Agape for a
week to discuss and to be challenged, to
get  to  know themselves and each other
and  mostly,  to  exchange  experiences

around a particular theme. The dimensions of community and voluntary service remain central.
The name Agape  stands for God's endless love for  the  humankind,  a love that "never fails" (1
Corinthians, 13). Agape expresses a strong lay spirituality, where believers and non-believers feel
equally at home.

CONTACTS:

Address: Borgata Agape 1, Prali, 10060, Turin, Italy
Web site: www.agapecentroecumenico.org
Phone: 0039 0121 807514
Contact Person: Adriana Verghelet
e-mail: ufficio@agapecentroecumenico.org

Contact Person: Valeria Lucenti
e-mail: vicedirezione2@agapecentroecumenico.org
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